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Una ſalutis via eſt, fi ſeparemur a cœtu. Hæc quidem pars 
major eſt; et ideo pejor. Meliora pluribus placere non ſo- 
lent, et argumentum peſſimĩ turba eſt. Quæramus quid op- 
timum tactu fit, non quid uſitatiſſimum; quid nos in poſſeſ- 
ſione felicitatis æternæ conſtituat, non quid vulgo, veritatis 
peſſimo jugici, probatum far Seneca de beat. 


It magiſtracy ſhould vouchſafe to interpoſe as much in other 
ſciences as in religion, I am atraid we ſhould have as bad lo- 
gick, as bad mathematicks, and, in every kind, as bad phi- 
loſophy, as we often hare divinity, in countries where pre- 
ciſe orthodoxy is ſettled by law.— If honeſty and good ſenſe 
be inſufficient for this work, *tis in vain for the magiſtrate to 
meddle with it; fince, if he be ever fo virtuous and wile, he 
may be as ſoon miſtaken as another man. 
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MY GOOD LORDY 


HEN a liule man pays lis ſrſt repeats 

to a great man, he is generally. in the 
ſame predicament with the ti nid lover, 
when he firſt opens hiswmpaltioned lo.ll 
to his haughty miltrels: full of anxicty and con- 
fulon his coun enance lengthens; his ſpeech faul- 
ters: his knees tremble ; bis whole frame becames 
reiaved; in ſhort, he cuts but a very ill-favoured and 
pit ful Fgure! Rut if the fair one ſmiles conſer:t, 
Or the great perſonage flretches forth the hand of 
benevolence. the conflict is over: the unhippy 
wretch is regenerated. he claims kindred with hu- 
manity, and allumes a manly and liberal air! 


How a heautiſul face. or a flaming coronet. ſhould 
produce ſuch vilifving eflects in che human foul 
B divine, 
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divine, TI ſhall leave to be determined by the ſym- 
pathetic philoſophers; and only appeal to your. 


Lordſhip as to the fat. For. in your paſtoral de- 
partment. you muſt have had frequent opportunities 
of obſerving human nature debilitated by thoſe invi- 
dious diſtinctions which pride and power have crea- 
ted among mankind. Von have ſeen her diſrobed of 
that ſweet fimplicity, eaſe and freedom ; the peculiar 
ornaments of conſcious virtue and a ſenſe of inde- 
pendence! you have ſeen an humble candidate for 
orders trembling and aghaſt, with eager hopes. and 
all the terrors of expettation, look up to your Lord- 

ſhip! In the back ground and at a fearful diſtance, 

ſtood an honeſt curate ; Il alive to the fineſt ſen- 

timents of humanity, and the fondeſt feelings of a 

parent; but unmann'd by the hard hand of pinch- 
ing poverty! You faw him. for you muſt have 
obſerved the proceſs of his affeftions, wiſh to pour 
forth his diſtreſſes into your boſom : but ſomething, 
he'd him back; it was a tender diff dence, cruelly 
chaſtiſcd by want! Heavens! what would I then 
have given, had'I had any thing to give, could I 
have ſeen your Lordſhip, with the dignity and bene · 
volence of a Chtiftian biſhop, ſtep forth to his relief; 
and with the mild accents of love aſk him, hat 
* aileth thee. my ſon? Or vich the generous free» 
dom of ancient hoſpitality, ſeize him by the hand, 


and bring him forward, with claſſic purity and 
warmth, 


Aude 


of 


Aude hopes contemnere opes, et te quoque dignum 

* Finge Deo“! 
It was a buſy time: you had other important ob- 
jeas to engage your attention: the unhappy man 
perceived it; ſelt the diſtance of ſituation, and lur 
rowfully withdrew ! 


Born and bred in an humble ſtation. and an 
utter ſtranger to the bon ton. I am half aſhamed to 
own. that I feel, at this time, ſome traits of the 
fame imperfection : my frame ſeems a little diſ- 
ordered, while I approach the ſacred ſur! But as I 
have nothing to hope nor much to f-ar from your 
Lordſhip, I ſhall ſoon recover myſelf. and entertain 
you with that eaſe. natural to a volatile and ind2- 
pendent ſpirit ---for though I may make you a very 
bumble and aukward bow, people of my pe 
ſoon recover the front ere. 


The world may. perhaps. tell me. that perſons of 
your rank and conſequence in life ſhould be treated 
with reverence ; but the world and I are frequently 
of a different opinion ; and I chule to be governed 
by my own ideas. Tis true you are honorable 
by deſcent, and a Lord by profeſſion, while I muſt 
acknowledge, 


© Non vetera patriz jura poſſideo domus, 
— -; nubiles non ſunt mihi 
Avi, nec altis inclytum titulis genus 8! 
B 2 But 
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Nut whatever difference fortune may have made 
between your circum'lances and mine. I hall con- 
fd er as the mere eſſect of accident; and you muſt 
therefore exped no other treatment than what every 
geniteman 15 intitled to; as ſuch I ſhall endeavour 
to deal with you; and as a preliminary. I mutt in. 
ft upon it, you are to expect no more. I purpoſe, 
indeed. to deal plainly with you; and as you re 
an honeſt man, you will thank me for my freed m. 
Your friends have been excceding las 1h of ther 
adulation ; and, tis Cid your enemies Fave been 
as ſevere; your charafer is therefore pro.%cmatical, 
a my buſineſs is to an Je it. Don't be afraid; 
I wil! ds you Rridl jullice :---I know very little of 
your ric ate charatler ; you may be a faint for oug''t 
I know ; my attention is d redied to your public; 
you have brought your'elf forward on the canvals, 
and every man has a right to examine and criticile 
your political ſigure as ke thinks lit. 


Many things. it ſeems, have heen written about 
vou -- hut I give you the word of an hone{t man I 
never read any of them; {> that if you bave any 
ti ing now about you, in all likclibood it may come 
Out. 


What Grit oceaſioned this addreſs. was a conver- 
ſation I lately bad with, what we call. an honeft, 
moderate churclunan. He abſolutcly condemned 
vour 


* _ 
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your charaRer as a Lord, and add-d with ioo much 
- emphaſis 


« ] pr:y h's mother us“! hie father fair, 


For tuch a fp of bg nder ue d trom bis Toms “.“ 


The quotation hurt me. and I paid the tribute due 
ty ſo excellent a woman. All the worid fa'd I, 
knows the biſhop's ſather was a Preſbyterian, and 
every communty reduces fome vio'ent members. 
You miſtake we. replied wy freud. the father was 
a cum gooduatured man, willing to let every indi- 
vidual go to heaven in his own way : but this ſame 
biſhop will admit no one to got ither but in the 
paths of Calvin. or a Cranmer. What c. ud I ay? 
he exuited and painted your condiitt in the houſe, in 
fuck a manner, that all my philof phy could not pre- 
ſerve my teraper. What, faid I, is the biſhop a 
tool of M-----y ? docs he envy the few and poor 
privileges of a Dillenter ? or is he afra'd. that tne 
Church will doubt his orthodoxy, and that he is but 
half a convert? Much might be faid on either ſup- 
poſition reſumed my friend but I ſhall leave you 
to draw your own conciuſtons. while I fatisfy my- 
ſeif with d'ſpiſing the man as I do every mcan aud 
uliberal bigot of every periuation. 


I had never ſeen my friend in ſuch ating. as we 

fay in the country, before; and rom that moment 
* Shake: peare, 

relolved, 


| 
* 
. 
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1 
reſolved, within myſelf. to criticiſe the matter, with 


all that cool and di ſpaſſionate philoſophy for which 
I have been always lo remarkable. 


In conſequence of this refolve. 1 examined the 
public prints; conſulted my political acquaintance ; 
in ſhort, I did every thing in my power to obtain 
an honeſt and authenticated detail of your conduct 
ja the upper houſe. At length I found, that 1 
my ſelf was deeply concerned ; that my temporalitzes 
and fpiritualitzes were all at ſtake, and were even a 
part of the ſubje matter in diſpute. That a ſet of 
harmleſs inoffenfive Chriſtians had brought a hum- 
ble and modeſt petition to the houſe of repreſenta- 
tives. ſigned by near eight hundred of their miniſters, 
praying leave to worſhip Cod without terror; and 
that they might be permitted to lead the life of 
honeſt men ;---that this petition paſſed the houſe with 
dignity; that it was then carried to receive the ſanc- 
tion of the patricians: in vain did the viſeſt. vir- 
tuoſeſt. and greateſt men in the land, plead the un- 
alienable rights of conſcience. What! ſhall the Diſ- 
ſenters, cried a ſmall ſhrill voice from the bench, 
be indulged with an excluſive right of judging for 
themſelves in matters of religion, while we are 
ſhackled down with crecds and articles of faith? 
No, let it not be told in Gath; publiſh it not in the 
Rreets of Aſkalon ! But, my Lord, they deſire none 
of your emoluments, and have ſeparated from your 

= Church: 
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Church :---it does not ſignify rwo-pence ; we are 
prepared to refuſe them every favour. Up roſe the 
venerable Biſhop of Lond»n and the Planta ions: 
« The Diſſenters are exceedingly weil pleated with 
their preſent toleration ; I have authentic documents 
to prove my aſſertion.” Who would have thought, 
before, that a holy Biſhop could tell---the thing that 
was not ! 


' Your Lordſhip, I underſtand. built your ſyſtem of 
intolerance upon a very different foundation. You, 
it ſeems, inſiſted, that the Diſſenters had no right 
to be exempted from ſubſcription, © becauſe they 
did not believe the articles; a notable reaſon, I 
muſt acknowledge : then followed quotation upon 
the heels of quotation, till Chatham himſelf cried Oh? 
Some will have it, that be was affori/hed at your 
towers. like the reſt of your friends; while others de- 
elare he was (red. and only let flip a ſenatorial gape ! 
Be that as it may, I will not contend with you; 
and, for the ſake of gaining a little of your attention, 
vill allow that the Diſſenters are a little philoſophi- 
cally inclined ; that they cannot madden with the 
enthuſiaſt, nor meanly ſubſcribe old wives fables 
vith the ſuperſtitious : that they conſider the goſpel 
as their only rule of faith and condutt, and deduce 
their religious ſcience from thence ; and that they 
regard other formularies as the mere offspring af 
blly, ignorance, or impious policy: and yet, after 
- alt. 
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all, T can't fee what mighty difadvantage to ſociety 
would ariſe. from a ſree tolerauon granted in favour 
of ſuch principles! 


Tis well obſerved by Lord Shaſtſbury, that not 
only the viſionaries, and enthufiaſts of all kinds 
« were tolerated by the ancients; but. on the other 
* hand. philoſophy had as free a courſe. and vas 
* permitted as a balance againſt ſuperſtition - and 
thus matters were happily balanced. reaſon had 
* fair play, learning and ſcience flouriſhed ;” and, 
give me leave to add, mankind grew happy. Now, 
ſuppoſe your Lordſhip was to take the hint; which, 
by the bye. I quoted out of pure gooduature as it 
is not to be ſuppoſed ſo orthodox aj relate ever 
read the writings of a man arraigned fr cheiſm. As 
a well wiſher to humanity ſuppoſe you v cre to take 
the hint. and while the priviledg d enchuſiaſt pours 
forth the ſtreams of folly, a few wdividuals might 
be allowed to divert the torrent. by rational per- 
ſuaſion and the mild, ſober philoſopby of the goſpel. 
Improve the hint; you have abundant room to pur- 
ſuc it in your own province. G--m-----yſhire. for 
inſtance. is overwhelmed with fanatics of every kind; 
your Lordſhip's vineyard is full of thele plants; for 
they ſtand in no great need of the hand of cultiva- 
tion ;---they thrive mainly in every foil. and have, 
of late. grown fo luxuriant in your's, that the fair 
plants of rational religion and modeſt virtue can 

| ſcarcely 
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fearcely lift up their heads. Here and there you 
may perccive a few, languiſhing indeed, hke mild 
exotics, under the deleterious ſhade ! 


Why the firſt ſhould flouriſh fo vigorous is yet to 
be determined. It has heen ſaĩd. that your dioceſe 
is like the garden of the fluggard. where the hand of 
cultivation is unknown ; the conſequence is upon 
holy record: It is all grown over with thorns. and 
* nettles have covered the face thereof, and the 
* ſtone wall thereof is broken down *. Some will 
have it. that theſe thriving plants are a ſpecies of 
the heliotrope, and in all your aſcenſions and de- 
clinations they turn and look up to you. The 
world will fay ſtrange things, my Lord; they have 
faid that you are fo buſied in the hoſe, that you 
have no leiſure to. go to church, and that your time 
is ſo taken up in making of ſpeeches, that no ſub- 
traction is left for compoſing a ſermon, or even 
for writing a ſimple paſtoral letter. Others again, 
for there are various opinions concerning you. have 
aſſerted, that you are fo ſearfully apprehenſive of 
being thought a Preſbyterian, and fo determined to 
refute the charge, that your every moment, your 
every power, and your every paſſion is conſecrated 
to the good work of convincing this fame world, 
that you are a legitimate ſon of the Church. and not 
a new Chriſtian d. But the world is perverſe ; it will 

* Proverbs xxiv, 31. 
$ Vid. King of Portugal's laſt Manifeſto, 
= * look 
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look to the rock from whence you are hewn,” and 
judge of your conformity and preſent zeal by its 
own” ſtandard; and ſome one perhaps, more ill- 
natured than the reſt, may cry out. © Thou vert 
* planted a noble vine, wholly a right ſeed: how 
* then art thou turned into a degenerate plant of a: 
* ſtrange vine)? 


But your Lordſhip will find me a different man. 
I admit your pretenſions; I will do more; I will 
even ſuppoſe that you are ſincere, and mean well 
to religion and human nature; * Hear counſel then, 
and receive inſtruction, that you may be wile in 
* your latter end f. 


Shafteſbury's obſervation is ſounded on hiſtorical 
facts. and contains an admirable leſſon for the direc- 
tion of your conduct. both as a ſtateſman and prieſt. 
Adopt the ſentiment ; let rational religion have fair 
play ; let it be permitted to ſtand as a balance againſt 
enthuſiaſm. ſuper{lition and folly; and depend upon 
it. youll find your advantage. Your pulpits will 
not be fo often diſgraced and polluted by the foul 
hands of broad ſtaring folly, nor your flock be ſum- 
moned to their conſecrated fold. by the bell of the 
common cryer 1 You may well be ſurprized ;---but 
tis a fact, my Lord,; I myſelf have been witneſs 


$ Jer. ii. 21. 


+ Proverbs. 
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of the proftitution : I thought of Solomon's folly 
that ſtood on the high places bawling out. Who ſo is 
« ſimple, let him turn in hither,” and he that lacketh 
underſtanding let him not tarry away. The bell- 
man. to the muſic of his inſtrument. was commit- 
fioned to inform the whole neighbourhood, taat a 
goſpel preacher was to exhibit that evening in church. 
O yes! O yes! &c. He had better, whiſpered the 
ſpirit of honeſt Yorick ;---he had better have done 
it to the ſound of a trumpet; why ſo? it wou'd 
have pleaſed the paſtoral family, and at the ſame 
time put the {lock in mind of the day of judgment; 
it would have ſunk deeper into the ears of hypocriſy, 
than perhaps all the tropes and figures the gel 
preacher can pour in there.---"Tis an ill wind, how- 
ever, that blows nobody good; the vociſerous fore- 
runner will gain ſomething by the job. 


Whether I am to conſider this goſpel preacher as 
an enemy who came to ſow tares in your field, 
while you were abſent or aſleep. or that he was com- 
miſſioned by your Lordſtip to diverſify the ſcene ; 
---this I know, that neither you nor your ſervants 
have hitherto attempted to leſſen the crop, which 
I can aſſure you is very abundant. Saints are quick 
growers ; they ſhoot up like muſhrooms in a night; 
lolded at firſt, as if aſhamed of their appearance: 
but the fire of patronage and enthufiaſm ſoon de- 
velopes them ; they ſpread abroad and poiſon the 

WY land! 
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land ! at firſt ſight, fair and pleaſing as the daughters 
of 7ion---bat examine them, my Lord. lift up the 
veil and you'll End all beneath black and rouen! 
ſhall theſe grow. unmoleſted, in the rieheſt of your 
prturcs? and ſhall the peaceable. the modeſt, and 
rational Diſſenter be cruſhed down to earth ? 


We look up to the Church as to a ſupport ; we 
would clime around it as a tender vine, expetting 
no other advantage, and ever willing, gratefully, to 
yield of our cluſters for her refreſhment. Would it 
be generous, would it be prudent to pull us up and 
caſt us into the fire? The amiable Biſhop Ellis was 


+ I muſt beg leave here, once for all, to declare, that I have 
not a particle ot the bigot in my conſtitution. I never did, and, 
I hope, never ſhal!, tall out with any man for any ditference in 
opinion; for I do not believe that religion depends ſo much on 
opinion as the world is apt to imagine.—! have no objection to 
tolerateeven a Papiſt, could hegive the publicſufficient ſecurity tor 
his good. behaviour : and as to the Chriſtians called Methoditis, 


though I am far trom thinking them right in many particulars, 


yet I know many excellent men among them, who would re- 
ally do honour to any proteflion. The general run are a weak 
and fanaric people, but what is that to me? 

Non ett meum, - — 


— N — 


ai ad m1/eras preces 

Decurrere.“ 
If they are edified, it is enough; if their devotion is kindled, 
even by a \Vilk-the-wilp, 1 don't fee why they mould be di- 
ſturbed. Sire them time, and the violence of paſſion will ſub- 
fide into knowledge, moderation, and virtue. I plead for reli- 
gious liberty in Fencial, without regard to names. 


of 
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of a very different opinion. * You have given me 
more ſatisſaction. faid the venerable old man to 
one who had juſt paſſed his examination, than all 
the reſt of the candidates ; at what College was you 
educated? The young gentleman modeſtly ac- 
knowledged he had never ſeen one; that he was 
brought up at a Diſſenting Academy in the neigh- 
bourhood. Was you required to ſubſcribe any 
articles on admiſſion ?* * No, an abſolute freedom 
of thinking is allowed to every ſtudent.” © Was 
you required to go to Meeting? © When there were 
only prayers at Church I went, and was cdihed, it 
was my own choice ; I had liberty to go and wor- 
ſhip where I pleaſed.” I approve of your con- 
duQ ; continue to reſpett the rational Diſſenters ; 
live with them on terms of friendſhip ; they deſerve 
it; they are ſome of the beſt friends of govern- 
ment, and whatever ſome may think. are no ſmall 
friends and benefaQtors to the eſtab'iſhment.” 


What does your Lordihip think ? was Ellis the 
worſe man. the worſe Chriſtian, or leſs aſſected to 
the Church, by ſuch a conceſſion in favour of an 
oppreſſed people, whom you, with a very ill grace, 
have treated in a different, and, I muſt fay, illi- 
beral manner ? 


What could provoke you to ſuch a conduct? 
Did you think religion in danger from ſuch men 


as 
"Y 
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as Foſter, Leland, Lardner, Taylor, and Chandler, 
who are gone before to receive the reward of righ- 
teouſneſs ? or from thoſe who now await the day 
of the Lord, ſuch as a Price, Prieſtley, Farmer, 
and a fair catalogue of others, whoſe names are 
dear to Chriitianty ? Men, my Lord, 


po beſtride the broad world of ſcience like Coloſſi, 
« While you and I, like tiny dwarfs, peep under th-ir huge 
* Look up, and vic their more than human firide*, 


But while you thundered in the ſenate, to the 
oſioniſiment of your friends, you might, perhaps, be 
animated by a ſpirit very different from that of re- 
ligion; for tis ſeldom the caſe, I believe. that men 
are very violent about the opinions of others. with- 
out having ſome view, whole lines terminate in elf. 
Have you never heard your great friends curſe and 
blaſpheme heaven without any apparent concern, 
or riot in © ill- managed merriment, I will not ſay 
with the glow of reciprocal feſtivity, but with the 
languid ſmile of conſeming indifference ? 


Shake peare. 

+ I know ſeveral, who, notwithſtanding their avowed diſbe- 
Hef and contempt of religion in general, are in high eſteem 
with the /ig clergy, becaufe, though they deny our Saviour, 
they reverence his ſucceſſors; and are zealous for the hierarchy, 
though they laugh at Chriſtianity, The truth is, if a man is 
a hearty churchman, it is never aſked whether he be a Chriſtian; 
while a conſcientious believer is treated as a ſchiſmatic, heretic, 
and the Lord knows waat ! | Var10%. 
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The morality of religion. it ſeems, is of no con- 
ſequence, if in articles of faith we confide in owr 
ſuperiors, adopt their ſyſtems, and willingly ſub- 
ſcribe to opinions as by law eſtabliſhed ; we are 
then in a ſtate of grace, and may be favoured with 
a viaticum whenever we ſhould have a call that 
way. While matters continued on this footing 
your Lordſhip was eaſy ; you enjoyed your præ- 
texta in comfort ; but the moment the doubts of a 
few conſcientious people ripened into a Petition, 
the whole man fell abroad! you became violent 
and impetuous ; you poured the full tide of clo- 
quence along. and like the. Dragon of Saint John, 
* caſt out of your mouth water as a flood after the 
* woman, that you might cauſe her to be carried 
* away of the flood.” Now, unleſs your Lord{hip 
claims an excluſive privilege of interpreting pro- 
phecies, I would ſuppoſe that by the woman is 
meant the Diſſenters at large, (by the ſame figure 
as when you ſay alma mater and mother church) and 
by the great dragon, the whole * bench, or pars 
pro toto your ſingle Lordſhip; and by the over- 
whelming flood, nothing more nor lels than your 


* With an exception in favour cf Dr. Green, Biſbop of 
Lincoln, who has ſufficiently proved that he has a foul unt ine- 
tured with prejudice, and that he wiſhes mankind as virtuous 
and free as God and their Saviour intended. He is intitled to 
the thanks of every friend to liberty and human nature: mine 
be has, with a ſincerity ſuperior to all the ſtudicd forms uf ex- 
zrethoa. 


allow fling 


( 16 ) 


eftoniſhing ſpeech on a certain occaſion. * But the 
* earth helped the woman, and opened her mouth, 
and fwallowed up the flood which the dragon caft 
* out of his mouth.” By the earth is evidently 
meant the good temper of the times, which abſorbed 
the torrent, and ſaved the devoted maid. And now 
I am upon the ſubject, I muſt beg leave to explain 
to your Lordſhip another prophecy, which ſeems 
to me to be almoſt fulfilled :---< And he, the beaſt 
or dragon, there is no great difference. cauſeth all, 
both ſmall and great, rich and poor, bond and free, 
(for there is no reſpett of perſons) to receive a mark 
in their hand or in their forcheads, and that no man 
might buy nor ſell, fave he that had the mark,” &c. 
Rev. chap. xiti. 16, 17. Now, it is very well 
known, that in England none but priviledged per- 
ſons, or ſuch as have received the mark, have any 
right either to buy, fell, or enjoy places of either 
profit or truſt under government; all others are 
mere helots. or beaſts of burden; but, I muſt own, 
there is a way open for manumiſſion; tis only to put 
your ſeal to what you don't believe, and thence to 
receive the mark of diſthoneſty in your hand. and 
baſeneſs in your forchead, and the buſineſs is done. 
And ſince matters are thus circumſtanced. I can 
ſee no better meaſure the defenceleſs injured wo- 
man can take, then to fulfil the prophecy at once, 


and flee to the wilderneſs,” till your OT wrath 
is ſubſided. 


I have 


* 

I have now done with prophecies ; whether my 
interpretation be jult or not I hall leave to the de- 
ciſion of your Lordihip, as a father of the Church, 
more eſpecially, as I hear you arc to nndergo a 
tranſlation to Bath and Wells, and who can tell but 
you may fucceed the late Biſhop as Decypherer to 
the King ?---m that cafe you'll have room to exert 
all your powers as an interpreter of the dreams and 
dark ſcriptures of princes and politicians. How far 
the office may aſſiſt you in the inveſtigation of chriſ- 
tian truth, or in tracing the fair lines of goſpel bene- 
volence, time alone muſt determine; but I intend 
to keep a fleady eye upon your conduct, and. as 
occaſion requires, give a faithful report to the 
world. From what I have hitherto obſerved. I 
conclude your Lordſhip to be of a foaring genius ; 
and that now you are got upon the ſirſt ſtep you are 
determined to ſpeechify and offon!t your friends, till 
you have climbed the ſtairs of preferment, and are 
fafely landed at Lambeth : I ſhould be forry to fee 
you there, however, for the preſent incumbent. by 
what I have heard, is a peaceab'e, worthy, and be- 


nevolent Chriſtian. and fills his exalted ſtation with 


dignity and eaſe. Perhaps your Lordfhip has no 
ſuch expectation, and that you are driven on by 
the hopes of popularity, or the love of fame ;---if 
lo, there is ſome proſpett of your recovery. I can 
help you to an obſervation in point, by a great mal- 
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ter. and, as far as I can recollect, a particular friend 
of Alclepiades 
VLaudis amore tumes? ſunt certa piacula, 
Sunt verba et voces, quibus Eunc lenire dolorem 
Poſſis, et magnam morbi deponere partem.'—Horat, 


But if bigottry. or a view of intereſt. is your in- 
centive, I muſt give you over; there is no cure for 
the diſeaſe ; in ſhort, I mult pronounce it a loſt cafe. 
The :rr7:itamenta maiorumare interwovenwith the con- 
ſtitution, and form a part of the man; they turn 
the very thoughts of the patient awry. * He finds 
great modifications in his caſe ; many ways of eva- 
ſion; many remedies ; many alleviations ;---a good 
gift rightly applied; a right method of ſuing out a 
pardon ; good almshouſes, and charitable foundations 
erected for 7:ght worſhippers ; and a good zeal ihewn 
for the Tight belief, may eafily atone for a few 
tranſgreſſions againſt the common rights of huma- 
nity ; eſpecially if they are ſuch as raiſe a man to a 
more conſiderable power, as they ſay, of doing 
good and ſerving the true cauſe.”F How fal- 
lacious and miſerable ſoever the patient's morality 
may appear to a wile and good man, it has, never- 
theleſs, been reduced to a ſyſtem, and ſerved the 


purpoſe of the politician, the — and enthu- 
haſt in every age ! 


+ Shafteſbury. 
Jam 
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am ſerious, my Lord, and wiſh to know upon 
what principles you went, when you ſhew'd ſo much 
averſion to the reaſonable and modeſt claim of the 
Diſſenters ;---or what advantage you could propoſe 
to ſociety, to religion, or even to the Church. when 
you ſpoke againſt them in the bitterneſs of your 
| heart ? The notion of the Church's danger is now 
exploded---its doctrines are guarded by its own 
canons, and its temporalities by the artillery of the 
ſtate, and can by no means ſuffer from any con- 
ceſſions you may think proper to make to ſentiment. 
All that the Diſſenters aſk. is a permiſſion to be hon, 
and to worſhip God with that unbiaſſed and fearleſs 
integrity, which conſtitutes the reality of religion. 
We ſeparate ourſelves from the eſtabliſhment, and 
have a partial toleration for fuch diſſent; we aſk 
no favour ; we deſire no emo'ument ;---are willing 
to pay tithes of mint, aniſe and cummin, if you. in 
your turn, permit us to obſerve the. weightier 
matters of the law. Fie upon ſuch reſtrictions ! 
Unworthy the Britiſh legiſlature ! unworthy a peo- 
ple who boaſt the freeſt and moſt manly conſtitution 
under Heaven ; but where a great number of its 
conſtituents cannot keep up the very face of religion 
but at the expence of their morality ! 


Born a ſubject of Britain; obedient to her laws; 
juſt in my dealings; tender and humane in my diſ- 
polition ; uſeful in my ſituation; and invariably at- 
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tached totruth :---yet ſubject to tuin by the hands of 
every pitiful informer ! ſale only by a wretched con- 
nivance, or the more generous ſpirit of my neigh- 
bours. Heaven grant me patience ! who but muſt 
fcel the indignity ? what honeſt ſpirit but mull revolt 
at the thought liberty by connivance! liberty with 
a naked {word ſuſpended over my head !---the li- 
berty of a ſinuggler! 


Unfortunately, for human nature, 'tis a grievance 
of long ſtanding, and Britons may exuit, if they 
pleaſe, that they are not the only people who have 
thus loaded virtue with the rewards of unrighteoul- 
nels :---the old tragedian confelſes it was io in his 

time ; and I am aſraid the wile and good ſhall have 
always too much reaſon to cry out with him, 


© Triftis virtus perverſu tuiit 
Premia recti. — ccc. i. Ltd. 


Liberty is a word in every Engliſhman's mouth; 
it is thundered out in the {enate ; echoed from the 
pulpit, and hiccup'd in every alchouſe: hut the 
word has no meaning. or the people have no under- 
ſtanding. Behold that ſtately being, with a wallet 
on his back---before, he has liberty. property, and 
roalt beef; let us examine the contents behind : 
heavens preſerve us! what an unequal balance! 
exciſe with all its horrid train of vexations, and a 
dead weight of creeds, articles of faith, and a long 

et cetera, 
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& catera, that in the end muſt cruſh him dowr to 
earth! A blefled cargo, for a philoſopher, ex- 
claimed a Frenchman, and much good may it do 
him ! 


Tis a fat, that our pretenſion to liberty is be- 
come the joke of every ſenſible foreigner, and in 
company with fuch, I never preſume to mention 
the word ; for two reaſons :---I don't chuſe, inhofpi- 
tably, to inſult over the miſery of another, nor to 
expoſe the nakedneſs of our land by a diſcuſſion. 


For, after making a proper ſacrifice to the ge- 
neral welfare, he alone is to be eſteemed free, who, 
in the regulation of life, and the choice of ſenti- 
ments, has no hindrance, no bias, no controul, but 
what bear the ſanction of truth and reaſon. But 
while I diſclaim all connexions with a Church, and 
give up all its emolument to more complying con- 
ſciences, and yet am bound to worſhip upon the prin- 
ciples of that church---where is my liberty ? what 
advantage do I reap in the harveſt of truth, by ſuck 
a ſacrifice ? * In this world ye ſhall have tribulation,” 
favs the bleſſed author of our holy religion,---'tis a 
hard ſay ing, but I will endeavour to bear it with 
the dignity and reſolution of a Chriſtian--- 


— mea 
Vir tute me involro ; probamque 
Pauperiem fine dote qu eto. — Iba. 


Once 
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Once more, my Lord, I ſhould be glad to know 


upon what principles of policy you could procecd 
putting the views of intereſt, the hopes of popularity, 


or the preſervation of orthodox belief out of the 
* ? The firſt, you might extend by various 
other ways, well known to a courtier; the ſecond 
by becoming a patriot ; as to the laſt there is no 
danger, and you might have given yourſelf no man- 
ner of trouble---a ſpirit of reformation is not the 
character of the age---and, as Sir Robert told Dr. 
Avery, this is not a proper time, hen will it 
be a proper time then? © never,” replied the laconic 
{cribe, and there was an end of the buſtle. 


An honeſt and ſenſible politician has ever the wel- 
fare of mankind at heart. and the only method by 
which he can, reaſonably, hope to promote their 
happineſs, muſt be, by enlarging their under- 
landing, and ſtrengthening their morals; every 
other ſcheme, however plauſible, muſt terminate in 
the ruin and miſery of a people; or produce an ab- 
folute deſpotiſm, which is all the ſame. 


Soppating my Lord, that you are the rational 
and benevolent politician deſcribed above :--can you 


imagine that individuals would be the wiſer or better 
men, or warmer friends to the conſtitution, if they 


all ſubſcribed the articles of the Church ? you can 
by no means think fo: for you are not to learn at 


this 


(3 


this time of Cay, that the morality of mankind has 
very little connexion with opmon ; I mean ſpec ula- 
tive opinions and metaphy lical diſtinctions. The 
philoſopher would. perhaps, tell you, he does not 
chuſe to do ſo and fo; becaule the action is wrong, 
wregular, or unzuft ; the timid Chriſtian, becauſe he 
allociates hell- ire with the deed ;---but give me the 
bone!t man. who is a Chriſtian upon better prin- 
ciples, and who will tell you plainly that he cannot 
bnd in his heart to do it. The ſrſt proceeds coldly 
by lyſtem; the ſecond by a regimen, proper in 
every relpett ; but which claims his attention, only, 
as it comes armed with the terrors of the Almighty. 
But my Chriſtian, unſophiſticated by opinion, acts 
directly from his ſeelings. All this while, the doc- 
tines of the Trinity in Unity, imputed fin and im- 
puted righteouſneſs, never entered the head of 
either, and therefore could have no influence upon 
their conduct: the reaſon is evident; they have no 
relation to the determinations of liſe. Sentiments 
productive of virtue. I revere as the oracles of God 
---the reſt I would commit. like the leaves of the 
ſybil, to the four winds of heaven. 


Some have aſſerted that the different conduct of 
individuals depends upon the different modification 
of their conſtituent parts---much, perhaps. might be 
laid upon the ſubje&---but I infiit upon it. that 1 
have a ſoul, and therefore, in my moral conduct, 

I muſt 


* 


I muſt act from ſome internal regards.---I believe 
there is a God. and that this God has given me a rule 
of life in the goſpel, which, if obſerved, leads to hap- 
pine's and immortality : my feclings bear teſtimony 
to all this, and I rejoice at the happy proſpett. My 
condutt is influenced by ſuch a belief. Such a faith 
as thts I call a principle of action; all beſide, gen- 
ders flrife, contention, and nothing elle. 


The hiſtory of the five pins is nothing but a de- 
tail of milery. violence, deſolation and bloodſhed! 
Would you att over again theſe ſcenes of horror in 
Britain ? In the warm colourings of the hiſtorian, 
we have every day before us the pictures of ortho- 
dox zeal, in the lower Empire: would you chuſe to 
copy ſuch originals? * We have quitted, ſays an 
ingenious writer®*, the ſaſtidiouſneſs and barbariſm 
of our gothic anceſtors, and begin to copy the an- 
tique with fome ſucceſs: but for God's fake, if we 
mult continue to be ſervile imitators ; let us copy 
the mild tolerancy of the elegant Greeks, and not 
the ſanguinary decrees of councils and fathers. who. 
loſt to every principle of urbanity, reduced the man 
to a monk, and the benevolent and rational Chriſtian. 


to a wild and beggarly enthuſiaſt. 


But you will fay, who propoſes, who wiſhes to 
perſecute ? are you not at liberty to think for your- 


* Effays on Public Worſhip, &c, 


{clves 
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ſelves, and to avow your ſentiments from the pul- 
pit and the preſs; and if an information ſhould be 
lodged, is it not immediately quaſhed by a nol: pro- 
fequi? Miſerable dependence] falvation from the 
favour of a court, that has not juſtice enough to 
aboliſh a law, which its own conduct declares illegal, 
injurious and unjuſt! "Tis held, you fay, in ter- 
rorem ; but we need not fear. So was the godly 
act againſt witchcraft: and yet how many poor 
creatures, who had no other crimes to anſwer for to 
ſociety, than poverty and rags, found it attended 
with a ſerious and terrible execution“. 


A wiſe man will never be tempted to truſt much 
tothe good temper of the times. The faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away; and he knows, by the 


* Biſhops hire always been great advocates for laws in ferroreme. 
When the famous Dr. Leighton was condemned in the S- 
Chamber to be*publickly whipped—to have his noſe ſlit unis ears 
cut off—his face branded with hot irons, and to be impriſoned 
for life ;—this terrible ſentence filled every thinking man with 
apprehenſions for himſelt:— they were told *7-was but in ter- 
rorem, and they were not to ſuppoſe that the ſentence ſhould ever be 
executed :—but Archbiſhop Laud took care to hare it rigorouſly 
fulfilled. In the year 1677, when the nation, from the expecta- 
tion of a popith ſucceſſor, feared, leſt the law for 5urning Lcreticks 
would be ſoon put in execution againſt Proteſtants, a repeal 
of that law was with ſome difficulty obtained. It met with op- 
polition from the biſhops in particular, who begged it might 
continue in terrorem to fanaticks, the God forbid, ſaid they, it 
Roald ever be put in execution, 


experience 
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experience of paſt ages, that there is as much de- 
pendence upon the refined and philolophic courtier, 
as upon a ſavage and drunken mob. The era of 
Sr. Jonx and SACHEVEREL is freſh in every mind, 
and ought to be perpetuated by a public monu- 
ment of execration. 


Our Sovereign is ſaid to be mild, benevolent 
and humane ; and wiſhes his ſubjects very caly and 
very happy: but that he chuſes to hold the laſh over 
our ſhoulders, left' we ſhould grow unruly ; tho” 
he has no intention of bringing the laſh and the 
ſhoulders into contact: but I queſtion much,whether 
this policy be founded upon juſt principles, or de- 
duced from any knowledge of human nature. Our 
monthly exhibitions at Tyburn; ſeem to declare 
againſt it. *Tis only a vulgar rogue that ſhrinks at 
the proſpett of a gibbet; while the heroes of the road 
look up with indifference, and from the foot of the 
gallows plunge with double violence on the unwary 
traveller. The liberal ſpirit, the upright honeſt 
man, needs no ſuch ung objefts : he purſues the 
paths of honor and religion with per/ctt love, unde- 
baſed by fear ; and views the trophics at Hounſlow 
with a ſigh for human wretchedneſs. 


Put you and I; my Lord. are debating a quite dis 
ferent matter: my buſineſs is not to enquire whether 


eur public. executions ſhould be fo frequent, or our 
| roads 


(0-1 
roads fo diſgraced by the mangled carcaſes of oti 


ſellbw creatures; but whether any objett of terror | 


mould be hung up as a reſtraint on virtue; or to 
frighten us from our allegiance to truth and a good 
conſcience ;---whether, like Mahommed. you would 
hold the Articles m one hand, and the fearping knife 
m the other 


Give me leave to aſſure you that you have all this 
while proceeded upon ſalſe data :---I will endeavour 
to ſet you right; for my buſineſs is to teach.--- 
Penſion a Boop, and you will make him honeſt, 
as far as concerns focicty; for he will have no oc- 
caſion to rob: corſecrate an wnprencipled Diſſenter 
a biſhop; he will become violent for the articles, 
and as ſtrenuous as your heart can wiſh for the 
hope ſul project of uniformity : unſheath the ſword 
of perſecution, the timid, but otherwiſe, honeſt 
Diſlenter, will ſneak within the pale. But you will 
find thoulands, rather than make a ſhipwreck of the 
faith will fly, indignant, from their native foil, to 
bend at the ſhrincs of truth, in the uncultivated 
waſtes of America. By this method, you may clear 
Britain of Diſſenters, and render it, in the end. 
a land of prieſts and pecrs! 


I have a better opinion of your Lord{hip, than 
to ſuppoſe you will proceed to ſuch extremes; and, 
by much, a better opinion of our gracious Sovereign, 


than to imagine he will back the impetuous zeal of 
E 2 a young 
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a young man, to the deſtruction of ſome of the moit 
orderly and loyal of his ſubjects. He may think, 
with you, that it is proper to keep the penal laws in 
being, while his benevolent heart reſtraius their 
effects. Such was Conſtantine the Great, according 
to his very orthodox hiſtorian M. Le Beau, who 
obſerves that the love of good order led him to 
menaces of the utmoſt rigour, but the natural ten- 
derneſs of his diſpoſition reſtrained their execution; 
fo that the penalties adjudged by the law, became at 
length mere declarations in ferrorem. But, con- 
tinues the ſame hiſtorian, he had better fulfilled 
the duty of a legiſſator, and of a ſovereign, had he 
been more mild in his cdicts, and more firm in his 
execution.” 


All the world knows what uſe his ſucceſſors made 
of theſe acts, or cdicts: and who knows what uſe 
ſucceeding monarchs may make of the act of uni- 
formity ? Conſtantine himſelf, towards the cloſe of his 
life, 18 ſaid to have become more peeviſh and ſevere; 
and to have publiſhed an edict againſt the Diſſenters 
of his time, in which, at the end of a vehement in- 
vective, he declared to them, that after having to- 
lerated them, ſceing his patience only ſerved to give 
the contagion liberty to ſpread, he was reſolved to 
ſtrike at the root of the evil; in conſequence of 
which, he forbade them to afſemble, either in pub- 
lic places, or in private houſes ; he deprived them 

of 


of their temples and oratories, and gave them to the 
Catholic Church. 


* 


Thank Got! we live in a more enlighiencd and 
philoſophic age, che rights of mankind are better un- 
derſtood, and amidlt all the reſtrictions on liberty. 
we are allowed to live at peace, which amounts, at 
leaſt, to a tacit acknowledgment, that thele re- 
ſtrictions are unjuſt. If the laws, therefore, from 
the general ſorbearance of our ſuperiors are allowed 
to be cruel and unworthy of execution; why 
keep them in being, why harrals us with fears and 
apprehenſions, and daſh the already bitter cup of 
life with unneceſlary dilquietude® ? "Its cruel, my 
Lord; I would forrow for you, was you involved 
in the ſame predicament. * For to be purſued by 
petty inquiſitions; to be threatened with puniſh- 
ment and penal laws; to be marked out as dan- 
gerous and ſuſpetted; to be railed at in kigh places, 
with all the ſtudied wit and art of calumny; are 
ſufficient provocatives to ill humour. From cheſe 


* At this verv time a proſecution commenced in the Con- 
ſiſtory Court of the dioceſe of Gloceſter, againſt the honeſt, 
learned, virtuous, and reverend Mr. Evanſon, vicar of 
Tewkeſbury, for a ſuppoſed deiiciency in point of orthodoxy, 
by a few illiberal beings, who, it ſeems, wich to perpetuate 
their names upon the plan of Eroſtratus. If they do theſe 
things in a green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry?“ *Tis a 
fad world we live in, where a man dare not ſay that his foul is 
his own, 


conſiderations. 
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conſiderations. it muſt be concluded, that there is 
nothing fo ridiculous in reſpect of policy, or ſo 
wrong and odious, with reſpect to common hu- 
manity, as a moderate and half way perſecution; 
it only frets the fore, it raiſes the ill humour of 
mankind ; excites the keener ſpirits ; moves indig- 
nation in beholders. A reſolute and bold face perſe- 
cation leaves no time or {cope for theſe ingendering 
diſtempers: it does the work at once. by extirpa- 
tion. baniſhment. or maſſacre, and like a bold ſtroke 
in ſurgery, diſpatches by one ſhort amputation, 
what a bungling hand would make worſe and worſe 
to the perpetual ſufferancc of the patient? 


What, my Lord, I would alk you, has created 
ſuch a difference between your circumſtances and 
mine ? You mix with princes and rulers of the peo- 
ple. guarded by the laws of the land, and the ad- 
ditional plea of privilege : 7 affociate with the poor 
of the carth, and travel * along the cool, ſequeſtered 
vale of lite,” by a mere a7 of grace. Were the rights 
of humanity conſulted ? Were the laws of nature 
and religion attended to in this cafe ? I beg you 
would not miſtake me. I very freely allow, that 
the diſlinctlions of ſociety are neceſſary ; and you 
may enjoy your lawn ſleeves, and the revenues of 
Landaft, unenv ied by me. But here lies the diſpute. 
Are you znlitled to a greater ſecurity from the law 
than my ſelſ, while we both equally act up to the re- 

quiſitions 
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guifitions of that law ? (Your imperiam in imperits 
out of the queſtion, I mean the law of common 
equity). Has your Lordſhip a greater 74/4 to be 
an howft man than I have ? I will ſuppoſe that you 
| ſubſcribed the articles as ſuch, tho' I find a difficulty 
inthe ſuppoſition. But if it happens to be my mil- 
fortune to be really incapable of ſubſcribing the ſame 
articles, with a conſenting conſcience, does it follow 
that I ama villain, and therefore unworthy of the 
| benefits of fociety ? Admitted, that I may be miſ- 
taken; that the prejudices of education may pre- 
| vent me from ſeeing the truth; or, if you plcaſe, 
| that I am a weak man. Some allowance is, ſurely, 
to be made on either ſuppoſition ; there is ſome 
reſpett due to honeſty ; ſome reverence to be paid 
| to conſcience; tho the individual might be miſtaken? 


A down right honeſt man, whoſe mind lies un- 
cultivated by ſcience, and who can't, for the life and 
foul of him, perſuade himſelf. that this globe of earth is 
formed either like an egg or a turnip; but believes, 
as his father did before him, that it is no other than a 
large, miſhapen trencher, is ſurely not deſerving af 
the gallows : you would not hang the poor fellow, 
my Lord? I have a better opinion of you. You 
would laugh at his ſimplicity ; and conclude, as 
every good-natured, ſenſible man would conclude, 
in ſuch a caſe, that neither the philoſophy of New- 
ion, the ſyſtem of the univerſe, nor the morals and 

happineſs 
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happineſs of mankind were in any danger from his 
ablurdity. 


I muſt exhibit my countryman in another point 
of view ; and will ſuppoſe him your tenant, and 
your Lordſhip as violent in your philoſophy as in 
your religion (tis only a ſuppoſition, and there can 
be no great harm). Suppoſe the man a good hul- 
band of his land ; forms every ſcheme to better the 
ſoil ; carries thither the produce of his ſtable and 
his ſtall; and is even at the expence of the Baron 
Van Haake's manure ; and, to complete the whole, 
ſecures to your Lordſhip the game! He has never 
meaſured an angle at the æquator, nor made a voy- 
age to the pole; knows nothing of the theory of 
tides ; nor of the influence of the moon, any further 
than what concerns the cu/t:ng of lambs, and in that 
affair he depends upon the laſt edition of Moore's 
Almanack. Suppoſe your Lordſhip required ſuch 
a man to ſubſcribe the Newtoman ſyſtem ; and that 
he had honeſty enough to acknowledge, he neither 
underſtood nor believed it, and therefore he would 
not fubſcribe.------Would you order him to quit? 
would you prejudice him in the neighbourhood, 
and permit an indolent and ignorant, but comply- 
ing raſcal, to enter upon his labour ? 


The parable, my Led. is exattly in point, and 1 


am, by no means, afraid it will involve a contra- 
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diftion : for while I fee many of thoſe who have 
ſubſcribed the articles of the Church, pay no more 
reſpctt to the ai in their ſermons. than to ce 
in their morals, I muſt conſider them not only as in- 
effeQual, but as idle, abfurd, and injurious. I fay 
many; for the generality of the mferior Clergy are 
men of truth and virtue; men that do honour to 
their proſeſſion by the moſt enlarged and liberal 
principles, ſanctificd by a candid and benevolent life. 
I am happy in a numerousacquaintance amongthem, 
and will cultivate that acquaintance as long as I live. 
Your Lordfhip will excuſe the digreſſion; it was a 
facrifice to truth and friendfhip ; and I ſhall never 
{cruple to ſtep a little out of my way to perform fo 
holy a rite. 


Hitherto we have procceded upon a ſuppoſition, 
that the articles might, upon the whole, expreſs the 
doctrines of the goſpel. But ſuppoſe we bring the 
matter nearer home, and inſiſt upon it, that they 
were manufattured in a dark and defigning age of 
the Church; that they are contraditlory and abſurd; 
at variance with the beſt feelings of human nature; 
and pernicious to the morals of individuals? your 
paſſions would be too much engaged; your preju- 
dices would be cruelly hurt. I reverence mankind, 
and do not chuſe to diſoblige them. 


F 1 But, 
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But, aſter all, I muſt confeſs, that I cannot ſee 
what good end the belief of three Gods can pro- 
duce. As matters ſtand with me, I reverence the 
great God and Father of all; I love and wiſh to 
obey him; I feel an affection and gratitude to my 
Saviour, which I want words to expreſs; and I 
humbly await the good Spirit of truth. What ad- 
vantage to the world from the belief of original fin, 
imputed righteouſneſs, and predeſtination abſolute 
and unconditional ? The one, in the opinion of 
fome of the greateſt men in the Church, generates 
a flaviſh. and inattive dependence; the other, a 
conſcious meanneſs, unworthy of a man and a Chrif- 
tian; and the laſt, an indifference in religion, mixt 
with a bigotted, illiberal, and damning principle, 
from which, in the words of the Liturgy, © Good 
Lord deliver us. | 


If we deſcend from religion to politics, we ſhall 
find that ſomething, in conſcience and gratitude, 
is due to the Diſſenters. In the various convulſions 
of the ſtate, and revolutions of government, they ſtood 
the firm friends of liberty, and the ſupport of epil- 
copacy; even to the ſacrifice of their own privi- 
leges. You well know who were the chief pro- 


moters of the TEST Acr, upon a ſolemn, national 


promiſe of a repeal, in favour of proteſtant non-con- 
formiſts; and when the terror ſubſided, and a bill 
for the purpoſe was to have been brought into the 

Houſe, 
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Houſe, by whom it was loft : it flipt through the 
greaſy fingers of a Biſhop ; bred, by the by, a Preſ- 
byterian, but who loſt his morality with his religion; 
which makes me obſerve, in ſpite of candor, that 
there is ſomething in the character unfavourable to 
human liberty: how it is your Lordſhip can beſt 


But, perhaps, you would chuſe to bring me back 
to the unhappy times of the firſt Charles. With all 
my heart. Even then you'll find the Preſbyterians 
the ſtaunch friends of rational freedom, and, at the 
fame time, the only* people who had honour, hu- 
manity, and courage enough, to ſtep forward; 
boldly remonſtrate againſt the proceedings of the 
times, and petition for the life of the royal fufferer: 
cho the biſhops have ſince thought fit, to appro- 
priate all honour and loyalty to themſelves, and 
the exclufive right of damning their adverſaries, and 
of deprecating the divine wrath. once a year : but 
the truth is, that when night, with all its horrors, 
came upon them, they meanly ſkulked from danger: 
but when the dawn ſprung up. who but they! the 
only friends of government and royalty ; the only 
men entitled to the advantages of ſociety ;---all 
others were proſcribed as enemies, the peſts of 
ſociety, and not fit to live. But hiſtory will inform 


* Vid. Lord Clarendon. | 
F 2 you, 
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you, that a * Preſbyterian parliament reſtored the 
ſecond Charles to the throne of his anceſtors. and 
during their ſhort continuance, gave him effettual 
marks of their zeal for his ſervice, and the eſtabliſh. 
ment ofpeace and tranquility throughout thekingdom. 
And the reſtoration of the king produced that of 
the Church of England, which found itſelf, all at 
once, in almoſt the fame condition fhe had been 
in the year 16400. And yet the Lords of this 
Church will not allow their benefattors even the 
common benefits of ſociety ! 


At this diſtance of time, perhaps, it is no wonder 
if the kindnels be forgotten : but one would natu- 
rally expect that every ſentiment of gratitude would 
have operated in favour of the reftorers ; no ſuch 
thing.---for immediately upon the diffolution of this 
parliament, * The Church, or rather the Biſhops, 
had the good fortune to have another, conſiſting of 
their moſt zealous friends, and diſpoſed to facrifice 
to the king a little of the nation's money, provided 
he would, in his turn, make them a ſacrifice of the 
Preſbyterianst.” Tis the way with ſome folks, my 


* Biſhop Burner ſays, theſe five following perſons, all Preſby- 
terians, had rhe chiet hand in the R-foration, viz. Sir Anthony 
Aſhley Cooper, afterwards Earl of Shafteſbury ; Sir Arthur 
Anneſly, afterwards Earl of Angleſey ; Denfil Hollis, created 
Lord Hollis, of Ifield ; the Earl of Mancheſter ; and the Lord 
Roberts. 

Rapin. + Ibid, 
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Lord. to liguidate their debts, by hanging their 
creditors. In the ſucceeding reign, waen james, 
with many reverend Biſhors* in his train, was 
travelling ſalt towards Rome, the Proleſte:t B. fangs 
altered their meaſures; laid by their malignity; 
cajoled the Dilienters ; and begged them to come m, 
as auxiliaries, to the ſupport of the common cauſe : 
* wricings were pubiithed from ume to time, in which 
the writers, as members of the Church of England, 
acknowledged their error in driving the Pretby- 
terians to extremities; contefied they were not 
cnough on their guard againſt the artifices of the 
court, and pgrom!/-d a very difterent behaviour on 
the happy re- eſtabliſhment of affairs.“ It is true, 
fays the hiſtorian, an accuſation lies againſt them, 
ol having been no lels forgetful of this promiſe. than 
of that made when the reſtoration of Charles the 
kcond was tranſaclting)\.” 

I ſhould be forry to write the hiſtory of prelacy 
and prelates ; they are men; human nature would 
fuffer ; for a milcrable detail of vices, the meaneft 
and moiſt unmanly, would preſent themſelves! I 


*The following Biſhops had capitulated with James the IId. 
and were ready to ſign a care banch in favour of the Church 
of Rome, viz, Crew, Biſhop of Durham; Wood, of Litch- 
field; Barlow of Lincoln: Cartwright, of Cheſter ; Parker, of 
Oxford; and Watſon, of St. David's, 

$ Rapia, 
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will not condemn them in a lump; many a great 
and good charatter has appeared upon your bench; 
they are ſoon obſerved ; for, like comets, they ap- 
pear but ſeldom, and for that reaſon engage the 
general attention. How eaſy for a biſhop to ſecure 
the love of luis contemporaries, and the reſpect of all 
poſterity ! "Tis only to be juſt and generous, mild, 
courteous, and humane; adlive for the liberty of 
his fellow ſubjects, and attentive to the cauſe of the 
widow and fatherle ſs! Theſe, you will fay, are 
virtues; but they are upon a level with humanity ; 
and were they attended with difficulties to ſuch peo- 
ple as mylelf, yet we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
he who can communicate the ſpirit to others, has, at 
lcaſt, a double portion for his own uſe ; which will 
render the attainment very ealy. 


I am now tete-a-tete with your Lordihip ; but 

I cannot forget Dr. Law, Prebend of Durham, 
Archdeacon of Stafford, Maſter of Peter-Houle, 
Cambridge, and Biſhop of Carliſle. One might 
naturally have expected that he, who has been fo 
intimate with Diſſenters, and who pcoples Ame- 
rica with half converted miſſionaries from that ſect; 
who has frequently correſponded with diſſenting 
parſons, and even publiſked a letter from the late 
Dr. Taylor, of Warrington, as an imprimatur to his 
treatiſe on the inſenſible controverſy, would have ſtood 
up and ſpoke one word in behalf of his old friends! 

| "ae But 
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But no ſuch favours, it ſeems, muſt be expected 
from biſhops ; no friendſhip beyond a dear Sir; no 
| kindneſs beyond a ſmile ; nor any toleration this 


fide of fubſcripton. And ſince this is the caſe, I 
ſhould be glad to know which of the articles lays 
down the doctrine of the fleep of the foul, and which 
of them does not militate againſt it ? and yet he 
holds the articles in one hand, and points to poverty 
and a priſon with the other. I know not how he 
voted, whether for or againſt the petition : this I 
know, I deſpiſe a half friend, more than I do a 
feeble enemy. I could wiſh ſuch people fat down, 
drank their glaſs, and ſmoked their pipe in quiet, 
and not plague the world with their dreams ; nor 
unhinge the faith of good Chriſtians with their crude 
reaſonings upon ſubjetts that had better be let 
alone. 


In his Conſiderations on the ſlate of the world, &c. 
he fays, that religion and morality are in a ſtate 
progreſſive towards perfection; where, in the name 
of all that is venerable and true! in England? 
no, we are in Shimei's caſe. There is a line of cir- 
cumvallation drawn ; the brook Kidron ſurrounds 
us, beyond which, it is death to proceed ! 


It might, perhaps, be conſidered as invidious 
if I were to make an obſervation, which, however, 
always appeared to me very juſt; and mayhap, 

your 


/ 
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your Lordſhip, aſter a litle ſetf-converſe, might 
honeſtly ſubſcribe to it. That thoſe. who have had 
the misfortnne to be bred up under the influence of 
a fem, whether for the regulation of their political 
or religious opinions. have always conſidered them- 
ſelves as confined within a hallowed circle. which it 
was the greateſt rebellion or the utmoſt impiety to 
break through. This is the conſecrated horizon 
which circumſeribes their views and confines their 
ideas; all beyond, is a land of darkneſs and hob- 
goblins, heretics and devils! I ſpeak, in ſome 
meaſure, from experience: I have felt myſelf (and 
I own it) a ſlave to a ſyſtem; but whether it be the 
effect of grace or ſomething cle, I have flown off 
at atangent.andnow explore thoſe forbidden regions, 
with only the goſpel, common ſenſe, and the love 
of truth, for my guides. 


Oxford is called, even by one of your own corps? 
the atmoſphere of wholeſome ſeverities; and it has 
been obſerved by others, that few come from thence 
but are unhappily cramped by a narrow and illi- 
beral education; dazzled with the folemnity and 
pomp, infeparable from a well endowed college, 
they cannot eaſily ſubmit to the unadorned ſimplicity 
of truth, nor exert their facultics beyond the awful 
limits preſcribed them: tis unfortunate ; but as 
they mix with the world, they will drop their ſhackels 


} Biſhop of Glouceſter, 
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and ſhew theraſclves the ſree denizens of truth. 1 
will do juſtice to the Oxomians ; for. Dillenter as 1 
am. I am honoured with the acquaintance of many 
of them: they ſect and own ihe impolitions of the 
times, and wiſh the humaa foul was leſt at liberty 
to indulge a proper exertion. The Effay upon Hu- 
man Underſtanding is no longer proſcribed by the 
heads of houſes, and a freedom of enquiry is, at lealt, 


tolerated. In conſequence, they have ſound out 


that Diſlenters are men, and deſerve to be treated as 
ſuch ; that they are good and uſeſul ſubjeQs, and 

ought to be acknowledged as ſuch; that there are 
philofophers and ſcholars among them, who will 
ſubmit to no opinons but what bear the fanilion of 
truth and reaſon. This looks well: the firlt ſtep 
towards thinking for one's fell, is to allow a freedom 
of thought to others; the next is to indulge in the 
fame priviledge. They have done io; and many 
of their names do honour to the venerable liſt of 
pelilioning Clergy. I viſh them ſucceſs, upon the 
lame principle that I wiſh fucceſs to our own peti- 
tion. I will not attempt to keep their caſe at a diſ- 
tance“; the intereſts of truth, virtue, and humamity. 
are the ſame ; and I would not wiſh to fucceed by 


Vid. Efay on public ævorſbip, c. in which the ingenious 
autaor has paid more attention to policy than good nature. He 
adviſes the Difſenters to * keep their caſe at a diſtance trom that 
of the Clergy ; becauſe it would render them lefs difagreeable 
ts the Biſhops. 


6 diſhonorable 
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diſhonorable methods: let what will he the conſe. 
quence, I am determined never to ſacriſice upon 
the altars of mcannels. 


Every man is my brother; I will own him az 
fuch in every circumſtance in life. Whether he 
wears laun ficeves, pudding flecves, or no fleeves at all; 
whether he worſhips by a form, ditiated by a Cran- 
mer; or petitions heaven in the ſentiments of Cale, 
or Arminius, with me, makes no difference. Is he 
willing to permit every individual to judge ſor him- 
ſelf, and worſhip his God as an hon man? is all 
the enquiry I would chuſe to make; and if I am 
anſwered in the alfirmative, I am happy, and there 
is an end of the biutinels. I confider him as a 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven.” For I regard it as a fact, that where there 
are moderation and candor. there you will find a 
love of truth, kindneſs, humility, and all thoſe fair 
plants of virtue, the genuine offxpring of a good 
heart, cultivated by that ſpirit which is from above. 
On the contrary. a vicious man can have no charity 
for any opinions but what coincide with his intereſt, 
or give their ſanction to his propenfities. Upen 
theſe principles, my Lord, you will hud inſidels, 
v hoſe debaucherics feandalize human nature, very 
hearty ſticklers for orthodoxy, and violent enemies 
to à reiormation, I have no necd to mention a 

Bolingbrok?, 
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Bolingbroke, a Prince Euocnc*, or the Court of 
Leo\. &c. you may ſind examples enow on this ſide 
the orcat mph. On thefe principles you will find 
a King of Pruſlia a very hearty Proteſtant, and 
Voltaire an ahjcct Papi; the Butelunan a diſciple 
of Confucius. 25 or hohe Nabohs bearing their 
offerings to the temple of the Sun. But enough, 
my Lord ; I ficken at the profpert. Religion 13 
become a mere bceldame, polluted by every villain! 
cloſeted in the Treatury, anc mroftinuted | in the open 
ſtreets! At St. James's, ſhe is cloathed in pomp, 
dignity, and incliflerence; in your Lordſhip's dio. 
ceſe, ſhe appears the mo't ſqualid harlot under hea- 
ven! violent in her motions. indecent in her gelti- 
culations, and mean and pitiful in all her expreſſions. 
What think you of a reform? Suppoſe you were 
to make a tour of as much of South Wales as falls 
under your department. It would, at leaſt, indulge 
your pride; if Biſhops, mortiſied as they are to this 
world. had any; the people would flock around 


vou, as they did about Paul and Barnabas of old ; 


* Prince Eugene, prime miniſter of the empire, abetted the 
perſecutions againſt the Proteſtants of Hungary :— He was bred 
in Frince a Papiſt, and deſigned tor the Church. Diſappoint- 
ments drove him to the ſervice of the Emperor. lis merit, 
as 4 ſoluler, raiſed him to the firſt offices in the ſtate; but his moral 
character was that of a profligate debauchee, and proteſt athelſt. 

$ The court of Pope Leo the Xth. conſiſted almolt entirety 
ot atkcilts ; and, conlequently, violent enemies to a reſorma- 

ien. 
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they will conſider you, if not as a God, at leaſt as 
divine. I would chulc to accompany you ; and as 
I have no vehicle of my own, I will even make no 
ceremony, and ſtep into your's; and. without break- 
ing through the unites, we ſhall be loon at Landaff; 
for the chariot-wheels of a Biſhop tarry no longer in 
their revolutions than thoſe of the arch-pricſt chu. 
Drive on, and let us fee your zcal for the Lord 
God of Hoſts! | 


But you ſay, you have many reaſons againſt fuch 
a journey---you don't like the company : and if 
they fubſcribe the articles, it is enough. Bleſſings 
upon the head of ſo tolerant and temperate a man! 
And fince fo many zcaſons concur to keep you 
within the precincts of St. James's; for where the 
carcaſe is, there the eagles will flock, I will try 
my abilities as a painter ;---my talents as a poet. I 
ſhall reſexve for another occaſion ; when your 


Lordſhip may depend upon being made the hero 
of the epic mule ! 


Behold that gothic pile, 
——hich to th” aſtoniſh'd gaze, 
* prears its gloomy front, — dark as the ficnd, 
Who in the twilight grove, his monkiſh brood, 
Taught to abſorb the heav'n deſcended ray 
Of reaſon ! O'er the high- born foul 
To ſpread the veil of ſuperſtitious tear, 
And damp the flame, celcitial, as it roſe. 


Let us walk in, my Lord ;---all is pave and _ 
nels ; 
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nels ;---for they are alleep. Behoid that holy man 
lor he has ſubſcribed) ; he is reading the daily ſer- 
vice of the Church ;---'tis an old tale, unanimated 
and cold : they have heard it over and over, and 
are gone to relt !---their {pirits will be refreſhed, and 
new vigour will circulate through their veins. The 
ſervice is over---they will be oon all alive ;---hark! 
the ſeats crack ;---the holy building is in an up- 
roar ! retreat, my Lord, for the Philiſtines are upon 
you! The temple cannot contain them ; they 
frarm in the yard ;---the good man is aloft. Ob- 
ſerve the violence of the preacher ;---{ce the con- 
vulſions of the hcearers! the catich-word is given 
CLORY, GLORY, GLORY, &c. See the contortions 
of their bodics,---the foam of the prieſt ;---howlng, 
crying, ſinging, laughing, jumping, ſuinbing on every 
fide! Look well to that itinerant Chriſtian; ſhe 
1 a young lady from C---d---nſhire ;---the veſtal 
feels the God :---her hand-maid fmooths down the 
robes of chaſtity, but her uncovered boſom fx clls 
to the eye of deſire ! tis too much ;---nature will 
oon be exhauſted by the violence of her motions ; 
--.the faints ;---and heaven has ſtamped his image 
upon her breaſt“ 


Will 


The author begs leave to obſerve, that the above is only a 
Jaint copy of an original, exhibited to public view every day 
within the dioceſe of Landaff. He had drawn the contour with 

a greater exactneſs, and fiuuhed the whole piece with ſuch a 
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Will you have any more, my Lord; or are von 
ſatisſied with this ſmall but cdifying {keich ? Sup- 
| pole we now changed the ſcene : by variety we 
mall prevent ſatiety; tis an old ſcrip that I have 
often copied at ſchool. Behold that unadorned 
firucture ;---* the butider, you fay, conſulted none 
ofthe hve orders---there ts novellige of talte through. 
out the whole :'---you are right, my Lord; the 
builder knows no more of the orders, than your 
Lordſlup does of ancient Rumic, or modern e: 
i he has conſulted the 2/0, tis enough: let us 
walk in, tis a Preſhyterian mecting-houſe : God 
forbid! why? there is no ſuch prohibition in all the 
Bible, my Lord. We will ſtand at the door then; 
obſerve the people ;---they ſcem attentive, ſerious, 
and devout. Let us hear what the preacher has to 
fay.---We may judge from a part of the whole. 
Hear him ! 5 | 


* Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I 
have commanded you.” * This is the laſt injunction 


Arict regard to rut, that he apprehended the world in ge- 
neral would not have found fault with but a worthy divine, 
upon viewing it, with ſome attention, declared, the drapery 
flowed with a pure attic elegance; the limbs were finely turned ; 
and the muſcles ſwelled with a peculiar ſtrength ;—then drawing 
the tore finger of his right hand acroſs the canvals, and mutter- 
ing the word prudence, the life and foul of the picture vaniſhed 
at once; and nothing remained for the inſpection of the con- 
noĩſſeur, but a lean and cold ſkeleton, —with this motto, 
* Multa fero, ut placca genus irritabile vatum 
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- of our divine maſter giving his ſanQionto thoſe vir + 


tues. which he recommended in his ſermon on the 
mount, and exemplihed in his own amiable and 
heavenly life. What ſhall we by then of thote 
who reduce Chriſtianity into a mere ſpeculative 
object of ſau ? were ſaith alone ſuſſicient to com- 


- plete the Chriſtian character, the road to falva- 


tion would not be ſtrait and difficult ; but it 


* would hecome a broad, caſy, and beaten track. 


In that caſe, millions, who have ſacrificed 


every principle of humanity ;---who have per- 


verted the courſe of juſtice; betrayed the father- 
leſs and widow ; or carried ruin and deſolation 
through the peaceful vales of induſtry ; would 
tread the ſtreets of the new feruſalem ; and carry 
with them every ſentiment of folly, injuſtice, and 
wanton cruelty. 


“Religion, then, does not conſiſt, fo much, 
in the rectitude of our opinions, as in the regu- 
larity of our lives ; not ſo much in the enlarge- 
ment of our underſtandings, as in the purity of 
our hearts: Put, at the fame time. while it re- 
quires a vigorous exertion of every power of 
moral agency in the cauſe of virtue, we are by 
no means to conclude, that the underſtanding is 
to be luſt an uncultivated waſte, The human foul 
is anxious for improvement. Indulge her 
n2uve tlurit for knowledge; explore the 
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wide extended fields of nature; contemplaic 


* the works of providence and grace; but let 


6 
- 
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* able ſoul, which, flecing the chearful haunts of 


truth and reafon be your guides. Let the 
candle of the Lord direct your reſearches; 
otherwiſe ye are in danger of being led afide 
into the gloom of fiiperſtifon ; betrayed 


+ into the paths of folly by the glare of enthuſi- 


aſm; or loſt, beyond redemption, on the rocks of 
ſophiſtry and falſe learning. To conchide : as 
the peculiar characteriſtic of the golpel is charity, 
cultivate a candid and generous dilpoſition, a 
tender and forbearing regard for your fellow | 
creatures; never conſider yourlcives as the 
ſtandards of holineſs, or purity of ſentiment ; give 
the right hand of fellowſhip to every worthy man 
of every petſuaſion.----** Stand off: come not 
near me ; for I am holicr than thou,” is a ſpeech 
unworthy of a Chriſtian ; it is the natural produce 
of a bad heart ; it is the laſt reſource of a miler- 
men, hopes, in a diſtant and criminal ſolitude, 
to engage the reverence of the world. Be it ow 
endeavour to be ufe/ul, and engage the love of 


* mankind; and let their reverence be parcelled out 


among the ſaints of the deſart; tis not worth the 
purſuit of a good man, for it never ſhook hands 


wich friendſhip! 
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* Ye diſſent: the liberty you take yourlelves, 
& aliow to others: ye feel your own impeœrſet ions, 


© look with candor on the failings of your neigh- 


© bours : ſuch a conduct will give you that mild 
© and elegant ſimplicity, which pride, power, and 
© an unſocial religion, can never attain. The 
« world may frown upon us; pride may deſpiſe us; 
© or the ſordid fpirit may pity us: but we ſhall ſe- 
& cure the favour of our God; and truth and vir- 
tue will give us a dignity which the world can nei- 
© ther give nor take away. 


After ſuch a contraſt, will your Lordſhip refuſe 
{ modeſt a requeſt as that of the Diffenters! A 
liberty to worſhip God in a mild and moderate way: 
to carry their petitions to heaven, not as the ſlaves 
of a party, but as Chriſtians. who deduce their ſen- 
timents from the goſpel. and from no other ſource. 
A liberty to perform the ſacred offices of religious 
worſhip, unbiaſſed by the terrors of confiſcations or 


2 dungeon! or in other words, the liberty of acting 


like men, with all the dignity connected with the 
character. 


Grveusthenthat liberty to whichevery honeſt man, 
every peaccable and virtuous citizen is entitled; and 
whatever we may think of the rights of humanity, 
we will be grateful. We will cultivate every vir- 


tuc and every ſcience that may contribute to render 
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the name of Briton venerable ; and ſwell the fails 


of commerce, and fix the ſtandards of honour on the 
moſt diſtant ſhores. 


But if the name of Engliſhman, which, to 
others, is ſynonymous with freedom, muſt, to us, 
mean no more than a wretched, uncertain, and pi- 
tiful indulgence, adieu, ye white cliſts of Albion! 
ye fertile vales, where erit with innocence and 
young ſimplicity. I led along the feſtive dance, adieul 
Ye fair Welling downs, which, on the boſom of the 
wide ſpreading occan, I have oft beheld, and, in 
extaly, cried out, dulce nalale folum ! adieu! Ye 
facred repoſitories of the duſt of my venerable an- 
ceſtors, adicu! 


But, I {ha'l not go alone: the friends of virtue, 
religion, and human nature will attend me; and 
ſuecten my voyage to thoſe weſtern regions, whither 
every thing great and good ſcems to be ſojourning: 

For I would rather be a Lybian, 
Thun to repute myſelf a fon of Britain 
Under fuch hard conditions as theſe times 
Lay on us.” 


Let us then withdraw into ſome retired corner, and 
cultivate ſame deferted ſpot in the manner we beſt 
approve. As the love of our country, and our 
wiihes for its welfare cannot be gratitied---let us 
extend our views to other countries“. 


* Effays on Public Worſhip, &c. 1 
« Eamus 


% 
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* Eamus omnes, — — 

Aut pars indocili melior grege :— 

Nos manet ocennus circumvagus : arva, beata 
Petamus arva, divites et inſulas: 
Pits ſecunda, vate me, datur ftugi.”—FHorat. 


We will go, my Lord, and realize that elegant 
and benevolent picture drawn by Stern: even 
in theſe deſarts, we ſhall find out wherewith to call 
forth our affections ;---if we can do no better, we 
willfaſten them upon ſome ſweet myrtle; or ſeek ſome 
melancholy cypreſs to connect ourſelves to.” But 
we ſhall do better; We will make her wilderneſs 
like Eden, and her defarts like the garden of the 
Lord; joy and gladneſs ſhall be found therein; 


' thankſgiving and the voice of melody. For we 


may then build houſes and inhabit them; plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them in peace. 
We will teach our children, what deliverance the 
Lord hath wrought for us; and erett a monument 
to truth and liberty, while we point to Britain as 
to an inhoſpitable ſhore ! 


In the mean time I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
My Lord! 


Your Lordlhip's humble ſervant, 


The AUTHOR. 


